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TURNIPS  
(SWEDES, RUTABAGAS)

Varieties
Swedes (rutabagas): Laurentian, American Purple 
Top (trial).

Turnips: Purple Top White Globe, Fuku Komachi 
(All white).

See your seed dealer for the most recent variety 
recommendations.

Seed Treatment
Use seed treated with Thiram seed protectant. The 
use of hot-water-treated seed is a precaution against 
blackleg and black rot.

Seeding and Spacing
For summer harvest, sow as early in the spring as 
possible. For later harvests sow up to the 7th of June. 

Seed 375 to 560 g/ha (150 to 225 g/acre) of seed at a 
depth of 1.5 to 2.5 cm. Space rows 60 cm apart and 
plants within the row 15 cm apart.

Fertilizer
A soil test is necessary to determine phosphate 
and potash requirements. See Chapter 3 for 
recommendations based on soil test results.

Manure – Apply the year before and not in the year 
of seeding.

Fertilizer – Broadcast and disc in 45 kg/ha (18 
kg/acre) nitrogen and the required phosphate and 
potash. Boron at 4.5 kg/ha (1.8 kg/acre) should 
be added to the fertilizer mix. If further boron is 
required, use Solubor at 0.5 to 1.1 kg/ha (0.2 to 
0.45 kg/acre) when turnips are 2.5 cm in diameter 
(see Brown Heart, below).

Weed Control
See Table 7.61. See also the fold-out chart inside the 
back cover.
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Table 7.61  Turnip Chemical Weed Control
Table 7.61  Turnip Chemical Weed Control

Product Rate PHI* Comments
Pre-plant Incorporation
Eptam 8-E
(EPTC)

3.25 to 4.25 L/ha
(1.3 to 1.7 L/acre)

N/A • Use the lower rate on sandy soil, the higher
rate on heavier mineral soils.

• Apply 6 to 10 days before planting and
incorporate to 5 to 7.5 cm using power
driven rotary cultivator set at 5 to 7.5 cm or
cross-disc set at 7.5 to 10 cm.

• Treatment will control seedling grasses and
only repress some broadleaf weeds.

• Results at these rates will probably be poor
in northern BC and on heavy mineral soils.

• Use on mineral soils only.
Bonanza 400
(trifluralin)

2.0 to 2.75 L/ha
(0.8 to 1.1 L/acre)

Apply in at least 100
L/ha (40 L/acre) water
at 275 kPa

Bonanza 480
(trifluralin)

1.7 to 2.3 L/ha
(0.7 to 0.9 L/acre)

Apply in at least 100
L/ha (40 L/acre) water
at 275 kPa

N/A • Rates vary with soil types, see label for detail.
• Control seedling annuals but not shepherd’s-

purse, groundsel, cudweed or the mustards.
• Apply from 3 weeks before seeding and

incorporate within 24 hours to a depth of 8
to 10 cm. Cross-discing is recommended.

• Seeding may begin immediately after
incorporation.

• Not effective on organic soils with more
than 15% organic matter or soils with less
than 2% organic matter.

• Effectiveness is reduced in cold, wet soils.
• If manure is spread prior to application

ensure it has been thoroughly mixed into soil
with at least 2 tillage operations prior to
application.

• Do not apply on sandy or sandy loam soils.




